Cairo Dedlaration on Somalia

The underdgned politicd leeders of the Republic of Somdia in an effort to achieve
peece and recondligion within our bedoved country, having met in Caro from 12
November to this 22" day of December 1997, hereby &firm and solemnly dedlare and
pledge oursalves to the fallowing principles and actions

Wheress, the underdgned Somdi leaders dedre lasing peace, Sability and an end to the
conflict and avil war in Somdig; and

Whereas, we recognize these Caro taks as unique in nature and result, as embodying
Somdids nationd and individud aspirations and as unifying dl the sodo-palitica
forces of our country; and

Whereas, we have jointly and with the spirit of brotherhood and common respongihility
discussed dl rdevant issues condgent with nationd reconciliation, restoration of unity,
and socid harmony in Somdig and

Wherees we ae deply saddened over the immense suffering, dedtruction and
devadation inflicted upon the Somdi people during the years of civil srife, and aware of
the magnitude of such problems induding the lack of progress and devdopment, the
dysfunction of dl basc services, and totd nonexigence of date inditutions; and

Whereas, we agree to st asde our differences for the common good of our people and
wish to embark on a new path towards nationd unity and re-establishment of the basc
rights, aspirations and fresdom of the Soméli people; and

Whereas, we declare our reection of violence, threat and use of force as means to
achieve politicd and socid gods, and therefore, we have decided unanimoudy to cease
fire, and on acessation of dl hodtilities and disengagement of opposing forces, and

Wheress, we reterae our firm bdief in the principles of democracy, equdity, sodd
judice and the conditutiond guarantees of individud humaen rights as provided by
international conventions and declarations, and

Wheress, there is a need and dedre for the re-esablisiment of the rule of law and the
inditution of afederd democratic sysem of governance; and

Wheess redizing the drong will of the Somdi people to enjoy thar God-given
birthrights under the sovereign State of Somdlia; and

Wheress, the undersgned recognize the need for a trandtiond mechanism of naiond
authority until the succeeding conditutiond Government is indtituted by the people of
Somdia The Trandtiond Government will be based on a sysem of federd governance
and will carry out its functions and responghilities, within the trangtiond period; and



Wheress, the undersgned further recognize the importance of individud responghility to
create an atmosphere of peace and harmony; and

Wheress, the undersgned declare that they are a united nationd front for Somdia
Beit Therefore Resolved:

Tha the underdgned hereby agree that this Declaration shdl be binding upon eech one of
us and

That, bearing in mind the efforts made in Nairobi in October 1996, Sodre in January
1997, Sanaa in May 1997, Cairo in May 1997, and the separate Cairo Undergtanding of
21 December 1997, respectively; and

That it shdl be an indicaion of our unfaling desre to unite our people, protect ther
rights and form the indtitutions that can and will serve basic needs, and

Tha to preserve Somdia as an independet and indivisble State within internationdly
recognized boundaries; and

Tha Mogadidu is the cgpitd of the Republic of Somdia and for that we shdl act to
cregte an amaosphere conducive to peace in Mogadishu and its surroundings, and

That the Transitiond Government will be bound by the rules of internaiond laws and the
objectives and principles of the United Nations and dl other internationd and regiond
organizationsin which Somdiaisamember; and

That to respect dl the internationd and regiond conventions entered into by the former
Somdi governments, and

That we pledge our lives and our sacred honour to protect and defend the precepts
induded herein.

Beit Further Resolved:

That the underdgned agree to convene a Naiond Reconcliation Conference in Badoa,
the capital of Bay region, on the date of 15 February 1998; and

That dl militias shdl be encamped in prearranged Stesin dl conflict aress, and

That a joint security force will be established for the Nationd Reconciliation Conference;
and

That the underdgned dhdl edablish a ndiond coordination committee to prepare,
organize and hold the Nationa Reconciliation Conference; and



Tha the Naiond Recondliation Conference will be condituted of four hundred and
gxty-five (465) delegates, who shall be dlocated asfollows:

(@ One hundred and sxty (160) ddegaes shdl be dlocaed to the two ddes
participating in the Cairo Somdi meeting (80 delegates each);

(b) Ninety (90) ddegates to specific northern Somai communities

(c) Ffty-eignt ((58) delegates of the three Somdi socid groups not induded in
paragraphs (8) and (b) above;

(d) Twenty-three (23) delegates, 10 deegates, and 8 deegates for each of the
three Somdi socid groups not indluded in paragraphs (@), (b), and (c) above.

That the ddegaes for the Conference dhdl be sdected from dl ssgments of Somdi
society. Such sdection should be on acareful consderation of community balance; and

That invitations to attend the Nationd Recondliation Conference shdl be extended to
Governments, regiond and international organizations as well as locd and internationa
mess media for the purpose of obsarving the deiberations and decisons of the
Conference;

That the purpose of the Nationd Recondligtion Conference shdl be to dect a
Presdentia Council, a Prime Minister and to adopt a Trangtiond Charter;

That the agenda for the Nationa Reconciliaion Conference shdl expresdy indude:

(@ A Dedaaion of Naiond Commitment that the Somdi pegole desre the
formation of a Conditutiond Trandtiond Government guarantesing individud
freedoms and the creation of the democratic nationd Government; and

(b) A Dedaration of Peace and Cooperation among the people of Somdia to work
with the Trangtiond Government towards the establishment of a succeeding
conditutiond federd Government; and

() Adoption of a Trangtiond Charter, which shdl serve as a framework of the
branches of the edtablished Nationd Trangtiond Government for the protection
of individud rights and fundamentd liberties and shdl be the supreme law of the
land; and

(d) The orgenization of the edtablished Nationd Trangtiond Government on the
basis of the Trangtiond Charter, shal specificaly provide for the creetion of:

(1) A Congtituent Assembly with a Chairman and two Vice-Charmen; and
(i) Egablishment of an independent judiciary, and prohibition of Specid
courts, and



(iii) Election of the 13 members of the Presdentiad Coundil; and
(iv) Election of a Prime Miniger who shdl form and be the head of the
Government in Trangtion.

Tha the Nationd Reconciligion Conference shdl be disolved once it achieves the
above agenda

Beit Further Resolved:

That, pursuant to such provisons of a Nationa Recondiliagion Conference, there shdl be
aGovernment in Trangtion; and

That the accomplishment of such work, as described above, will receive the full support
of the undersgned in itsfulfillment and implementation.

Beit Further Resolved:
That the 13 members of the Presdentid Council shal be desgnated as follows:

(@ Three members for each of the four mgor sodd groups in Somdia (12
members);

(b) One member of the remaining Somali socia group (1 member).

Tha the Presdentid Councl shdl, by dmple mgority vote, desgnate one of its
members as Presdent of the Presdentia Coundail;

That the Prime Miniger of the Trandtiond Government, designated by the Naiond
Reconciliation Conference, shdl be responsble for edablishing the programmes,
executive functions of the Trangtiond Government and public adminigration. The Prime
Miniger shdl dso nominate the Minigers and ViceMinigers and such other offidds as
he/she shdl congder necessary to conduct the affars of the Trandtiond Government as
authorized by the Trangtiond Charter;

That there shdl be edtablished, as provided in the Trandtiond Charter, a Condituent
As=mbly which will function as a legidative authority as dipulaied in the Trangtiond
Charter;

That the Condituet Assembly will be composed of 189 members who shdl be
digtributed asfollows:

(@ Forty-six (46) seets are dlocated to each of four Somai socid groups (184
members);

(b) The remaning socid groups are entitted to 3 and 2 seas repectively (5
membes);



Tha there shdl be established, as provided in the Trandtiond Charter, an independent
judiciary sysem with no specid courts,

That dl functions and actions of the Trandtiond Govenmet dhdl be effectud and
binding upon the succeeding Government;

Tha the Trangtiond Government shdl, as provided in the Trandtiond Charter, conduct,
as 00n as posshle, a naiond census from which an dectord sysem, induding dectord
regigtration, eections and other rlaed democratic functions can beimplemented;

That the Trandtiond Governmet shdl act immediady to enlig the assgance of other
nationsin the fulfillment of al goas towards nationd unity and governance;

That the Prime Minider, atting on behdf of the Trangtiond Government, shdl
immediatey teke dl deps necessry and continue to monitor the withdrawad of dl
confronting milittas and the underdgned agree to offer any and dl assdance ad

cooperation as may be reguired to permanently complete such disengagement;

That dl checkpoints and lines of demarcation shdl be withdrawn, and thet the inditution
of such checkpoints and lines of demarcation shdl be consdered as afdonious act;

That the necessary actions to reopen the port and the airport of Mogadishu shdl be taken
as soon as possible; and

Tha the Trandtiond Government shdl immediady take such actions as are necessary to
implement and sudan full avilian enforcement of the rule of lav as provided in the
Trangtiond Charter;

That the Trandtiond Government will limit its exigence, and therefore the time of
completion of its responghilities to a period of three years, with a possble extenson of
two additiond years as provided for in the Trangtiond Charter; and

That the popular gpprovd of a prmanent Condtitution and fird dection of a succeeding
Condtitutiond Government will be hed before the completion of the trangtiond period
and by the Trangtiona Government; and

Beit Further Resolved:

That there is a need for a permanent condituion to be drafted during the trangtiond
period, which endrines inter dig the fundamentd rights libeties and duties of the
Somdi people and a sysem of checks and bdances on the power of the Government
should be established and gpproved through anaiond referendum,;



That we, the undersgned, cdl upon dl the Somdi people to forget the painful differences
of the pasg and to magnanimoudy work together for common forgiveness, reconciliation
and the end of hatred and mistrust forever; and

That every Somdi should recognize that our common survivd, wel-beng, interests and
deve opment depend upon our solidarity, indivisble unity and mutua respect; and

That we need the help of, and aoped to, the nations of the world to assg us a this
criicd time of our higdory, and futher goped to the intenationd community to
recognize and support the Trangtiona Government of Nationd Unity of Somdia upon its
formation; and

That we ae mogt graeful to the internationd and regiond organizetions that have s
peragently contributed to the promotion of peace and naiond reconcliaion in Somdig,
paticularly the United Naions the Organization of African Unity, the League of Arab
Sates, the Organization of the Idamic Conference and members of the Movement of
Non-Aligned Countries, and

That we ae likewise graeful to the friendly nations that have so generoudy provided
thelr assgance in this process, with specid thanks and gratitude to the Government and
people of the Arab Republic of Egypt and H.E. Presdent Mohamed Hosni Mubarak for
the enormous effort extended to enable us to come together and to conclude this unique,
successful, higtoric and unprecedented breskthrough; and

That we express our degp gppreciation to al the States members of the Intergovernmenta
Authority on Devdopment (IGAD), namdy, Kenya, Ethiopia Djibouti, Eritres, the
Sudan and Uganda, for the collective and individud efforts in promoting pesce and
recondliation in Somdiag and

That we are deeply gppreciative to the Republic of Yemen for its contribution to and keen
interes in the redoration of peace and promotion of nationd recondligion in our
country; and

That the undersgned are today confident and proud to announce to the entire world our
bdief that the work accomplished here in Cairo lays a solid foundetion for a new, bright
beginning for Somdia and ushers in a new ea of peace and recondligtion dawning on
our land; and

That we express profound thanks to Almighty God for having guided our steps towards
the path of understanding, forgiveness, the atainment of common gods, the cregtion of a
Government of Nationd Unity and the redtoration of Somdia in its rightful place among
the world community.

That this solemn Dedaration is sgned and seded in Cairo this 22™ day of December
1997, 22" day of Shabaen 1418, in nine (9) authentic originds, together with annexed
signature page (see appendix) consisting of dl the ddegates, in the English language.



That dl originds and their annex have the same force and effect.

Tha each ddegaion has recaived an origind, with one origind to be deposted with rhe
Government of the Arab Republic of Egypt, the United Nations, the Lesgue of Arab
Saes, the Organization of African Unity, the Organization of the Idamic Conference
IGAD and the Movement of NonAligned Countries.
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